
 
 

 
CAREER ON A PAGE: FINANCE 

 
Jamie Bewick 
Head of Financial Accounts 
 
I joined Sussex Community in my current role in 2018. My career has mostly 
been in NHS finance where I have had a variety of roles either working for or 
auditing NHS organisations.    
 
I trained as an accountant through the NHS graduate scheme in the 1990’s. 
Following qualifying I worked in external audit, first with the Audit Commission then in the private 
sector. In these roles I continued to work with NHS providers and commissioners, auditing their 
accounts and reporting on their financial performance and controls. In 2015 I had a secondment 
opportunity to BSUH, which involved developing their financial controls and efficiencies programme.  
That experience led me to apply when the Head of financial accounts came up at SCFT. I would say all 
my non NHS experience and skills I have learnt have been very transferable into my current post. 
 
Every day is different. I manage a busy department of 12 people and my day is very varied. A key part 
of my role is to ensure that there is enough cash in the organisation to, to pay staff and pay our bills on 
a timely basis. We produce the organisation’s monthly and annual accounts as well as managing the 
Trust’s capital and charitable funds. 
 
The best bit of my job is being part of and working in an enthusiastic team. In finance we have made 
good use of the apprenticeship programme and have several people studying for professional 
qualifications. It was very pleasing to recently get national recognition for this through our ‘Future 
Focused Finance’ accreditation.  
 
If someone wanted to start a career in finance I would say it’s an interesting and rewarding career. 
Accountancy requires studying and commitment but there are lots of opportunities in the public sector 
and a whole range of job opportunities and potential employers. I would also advise to say ‘yes’ to 
opportunities, put yourself forward for things outside your day job to get yourself noticed and learn new 
skills.   
 
Finance is an essential support service for patient care. Like in any organisation it is vital to the 
operation of the Trust that the cash flows, that staff and suppliers are paid on time and that we 
generate enough money to invest in services. As a taxpayer funded service we need to show we are 
giving good value for the money we spend. 


