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Excellent care at the heart of the community

Sussex Community NHS Trust manages three OFSTED inspected
nurseries within the Brighton, Hove and the Crawley areas.
We pride ourselves in offering first class, quality childcare for children
aged 0-5 years.
Our nurseries are all OFSTED inspected. Copies of the inspection
reports are available on the internet. Please visit www.ofsted.co.uk for
more information.
All our nurseries are work place nurseries, primarily for parent/carers who
are employed by the NHS, however we do have some places available
for children from the local area, whose parent/carer’s do not work for an
NHS organisation.
We work in partnership with the NHS ‘Improving working lives’ intuitive’
scheme and the ‘Recruitment and retention’ strategy to help parent/
carers return to work.
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Our Nurseries
Hilltop

Caters for 22 children aged 0-5 years. Hilltop nursery has been adapted for disabled access.

Our red room is a bright and stimulating room, which
compromises of a lovely area where the children can
fully get involved with all messy activities, such as water,
sand, painting etc. Within this room, we also provide
activities such as construction and maths.
All seven areas of learning are provided and children
have the opportunity to access these at all times
throughout the day.
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The yellow room is a large bright play space for children
aged 0-2 years. We have highly qualified staff who have
had lots of experience working with babies and young
children.
We offer stimulating activities alongside babies own
routines to help promote healthy progress. Activities
include painting, messy play, music and movement,
stories and singing.

The blue room is a lovely quiet and relaxing room, with
plenty of space for children to snuggle with a story or
have a relaxing rest.
Activities are designed to provide the children with a
sense of curiosity and wonder of the world around them.

We have a large garden, with grass and soft flooring
areas.
The children have free flow access to the garden in all
weather, ensuring their all-round development is catered
for.
We provide a wide range of fun and stimulating activities
in the garden ranging from big water play to playing in a
mud kitchen.
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Butterfly

Caters for 43 children aged 0-5 years. Access and equipped for disabled users.

The red room is a large room for children aged between
2-5 years.

The green room is a large play space; containing a roleplay, resting and help yourself areas.

The room offers fun educational activities within a
stimulating environment to promote healthy learning and
development. All areas of learning are provided for and
children have the opportunity to access these at all times.

Carefully planned activities are organised for the children
to participate in. These activities are designed to create a
fun, learning environment.

The blue room is a large open play space for children
aged 1-2 years. It contains a messy, creative play, roleplay and resting areas, as well as help yourself area and
tables for toys.
Activities are provided all day in the playroom. These
activities include stories, painting, games, dancing and
music.
The children have free access to the ‘baby’ garden.
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The yellow room is a bright cosy room for children aged
0-1 years.
Our staff in the yellow room are highly qualified and have
had many years’ experience working with babies and
young children.
In this room the staff follow the babies own individual
routines, to aid the transition from nursery to home. We
also offer stimulating, fun activities alongside their own
routines to help promote healthy progress and learning.
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Rainbow

Caters for 22 children aged 0-5 years. Access and equipped for disabled users.

Big splashes consists of a large play area, with areas set
out under the Early Years Foundation Stage Standards.
It has a large variety of toys and activities for the children
to explore.
A large spacious area for children of 2 -5 years. The
staff are qualified and have had many years’ experience
working with toddlers and pre-school children.
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Activities are provided all day and these activities include
stories, painting, games, dancing and music. Activities
are provided to create a sense of enthusiasm, curiosity
and wonder of the world around them.
The children have free flow access to the garden.

Little puddles is a warm, light, cosy area for children aged
0-2 years. The staff are qualified and have many years’
experience working with babies and young toddlers.
In this room, nursery staff follow the children’s own
individual routines, with some children using the nursery
routine.

There is a large garden, with grass and a playground.
The garden equipment is available to all children. We
also have a large sand pit for all children to enjoy.
The Early Years Foundation Stage is extended into the
garden.

We offer stimulating, fun activities alongside their routines
to help promote healthy progress. Activities include
painting, games, malleable play, music and singing,
stories and sensory play.
Excellent care at the heart of the community
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Our aims and values
We are aware that juggling a career and a family is never easy, therefore we are committed to supporting our staff that have
carer responsibilities, to enable them go to work knowing their children are happy, safe and having fun while learning and
developing.

We ensure that we have safe and robust policies and procedures and practices that all staff are aware of, and adhere to,
ensure that the children are aware of safety, and parents/carers are aware of our safeguarding policy and procedures.

Our aims:

We promote healthy eating in the nurseries and have a choice of healthy meals and snacks. We cater to all dietary
requirements in the nurseries.

•

To work in partnership with our parents and the local community, enabling parents/carers and children to feel valued
members of the nursery.

All three nurseries support breastfeeding and offer support and advice on this. Parents are welcome to breastfeed their
child throughout the day, whenever they wish.

•

We aim to care for our children in a calm, caring, safe, loving environment. Where they can grow and develop into caring
young people.

•

To enable our parents to work with the knowledge that their children are learning in a safe, secure and stimulating
environment.

Our nurseries are a part of the local childcare network and have links with other nurseries and childcare services including
PRESENS (Pre-school learning alliance), SALT (speech and language therapy), the first team, EMAS (Ethnic Minority
Achievement Service) etc.

•

To work within the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) Standards, to ensure that we have equality of opportunity for all
children in our care.

How we will achieve this
The nurseries provide a wide range of experiences and activities that support and challenge children’s learning, within the
Early Years Foundation Stage learning framework. Each child has an individual learning journal, and activities and experiences
are personal to each child.
Our team build strong relationships with the children, and their parent/carers, by engaging with them through our nursery
daybooks, parent evenings and settling sessions. We recognise that parents/carers are the primary source of information on
their children, who they are, and how they learn.
We self-evaluate in the nursery to ensure that we’re always providing excellent, quality care and education, and welcome
parents/carers views.
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We have regular health and safety checks and audits. Fire safety and risk assessments are made to insure a high standard of
childcare is always given.

Our values:
compassionate care
working together
achieving ambitions
delivering excellence
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In partnership with parents
We build strong relationships with parents/carers, we recognise that parents/carers are the primary source of information on
their children.
Within our nurseries, each child has a key person who supports each individual child, carrying out fun, diverse and stimulating
activities. These enable us to observe, and provide tailored learning for your child on a daily basis.

In the nursery your child’s key person, and/or SENCO, supports your child by:
•
•

From these observations we are able to identify whether any extra support or help is needed. A child’s individual needs are
reviewed between staff/parents and all concerned, a decision will be made about what to do to offer the support needed. We
also work alongside any outside agencies that may need to be involved to meet the needs of that child or provide with support.
An action plan would then be put into place, which would indicate the type of support needed for the child and how the setting
will provide it; offering one-to-one support, small group times etc.

•

If extra support is needed, discussions will take place to find a way to offer the this. We liaise and work alongside the child
and parent/carers with other agencies e.g. PRESENS, Speech and Language, First team and Health Visitors, EMAS, and any
other. If we need any other information, we contact one of the agencies who will provide us with the information we need or on
how to find out more.

•

If you, as a parent/carer, feel your child may require additional support, you can always share this with us in the nursery, we
can help you with any information you may require, advice, or direct you to someone that can help you.

•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
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Each child has a key person who supports them while they are at nursery.
Complete daily observations and take photos on the children and use these to address any areas of support that is needed,
put individual plans into place, and review accordingly, with the help of the settings SENCO. These plans are updated when
needed.
We will work closely with your child for small group activities and one-to-one sessions, providing resources and using
information and ideas shared from outside agencies such as PRESENS/ First team.
Staff will work closely with all involved to help support the individual needs of the children, change, and adapt them as
needed. This is shown in individual plans, and daily activities will be adapted to meet the needs of all children.
Any physical environmental needs that require changing or considering will be looked at, and risk assessments, ways to
move furniture to be able to accommodate the needs of the child and support their learning, will be completed.
In our nurseries we have visual timetables which help the children know what they are doing during the day, and what they
can expect to happen.
Completing plans that allow your child to learn and develop at their own pace with opportunities to extend their learning
identified, to scaffold their learning through play, and help each child reach their full potential while at nursery.
Recording your child’s progress in their learning journal.
Completing progress reports, and two year old checks when your child turns two. Two year old checks are done together
with parent/carers.
Filling in your child’s daily diary, sharing their day with you. The daily diary is a two way communication between the
nursery and home, and we encourage parent/carers to share information about their time away from nursery. This allows us
to extend your child’s learning, and enables us to learn from you about your child, and their interests and development.
Sharing information with you, via daily written and verbal feedback, progress reports, parent meetings, observations that
are recorded, and identify any areas that require extra support in the nursery.
Logging observations from yourselves, and any other significant adults in your child’s life.
Ensuring your child’s wellbeing is maintained and supported relevantly.
Ensuring your child has access, and progresses through, the curriculum, the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS), by
planning activities that are based on their interests, for all children to experience and access if they wish to, with each
activity being adapted, and offering room for differentiation, to meet individual needs e.g. having a range of puzzles
available, from peg board puzzles to 10 piece puzzles.
Administering any prescribed medication your child may require.
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All our teams have childcare qualifications and have a broad knowledge of the EYFS, planning for children and child
development. All staff attend yearly training which includes safeguarding children, manual handling, fire safety, and hold first
aid, and food safety certificates.
Each SENCO has had training in special educational needs, and have experience with additional needs, and are able to work
closely with individual children, their families and any outside agencies. All staff at the nursery has knowledge of supporting
children with SEN.
In the nursery we have outings to parks etc, risk assessments are completed, and all children take part. Ratios are essential
for outings; and one to one support is provided if needed.
If the outing is out of nursery hours, all children within the setting are informed and welcome to attend with their parents and
carers. The parent/carer will be responsible for their children throughout the outing.
Our nurseries are adapted to be child friendly, equipment is at child friendly heights, and we ensure that the play rooms are
set up with the children, and the space they need in mind. There is access to disabled toilets on all three sites the nurseries
are based on. Toys are labelled clearly and children have free access to toys and equipment they wish to use and play with.
For children and parents who have English as an additional language, we can provide relevant information in their chosen
language as long as we have notice to access this.
Each nursery has nursery drop off parking spaces, and disabled access parking bays are available on all sites. There are bus
services that run to and from the nursery sites.
When new children start at the nursery we have settling in sessions to enable both your child and yourselves a chance to get
to know us, our children and the nursery, and later on help them become ready for school. We actively encourage parent/
carers to come into the nursery and volunteer by sharing a talent, reading a story; talking about what you do, or taking part in
an activity with the children.
We aim to work in partnership with our Parent/Carers in the nursery, encouraging involvement, sharing ideas and working
together so that we can bring home and nursery life together, to ensure your child has the best start in their education career.
If you would like further information please get in touch with the nurseries (Details on page 18).
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“I feel the nursery is very special, not
only is it’s setting like a home from
home; all staff are happy and smiley”
Parent - Michelle Magee

Our teams

Food and drink

We make sure we select the right people to work with our children in our
nurseries, as good quality team members are a genuine asset. We use
a values based recruitment technique as it focuses on the candidate’s
behaviours and values to working with children.

In our nurseries we endeavour to promote healthy eating by providing
healthy balanced meals, snacks and drinks.

Every member of our team has a full and relevant qualification at a
minimum of Level 3 in Childcare. All staff complete additional training in
the following as well as child based training.
•
•
•
•
•
•

Paediatric first aid.
Safeguarding Children (Level 3).
Health and safety.
Fire safety.
Equalities and diversity.
Food and hygiene.

We also have a Nursery Fee’s Officer who is dedicated to helping you with
your fee’s, vouchers and any other queries about nursery finances.
At the nurseries, we have a clear written induction programme for all new
staff, students and volunteers. There is also a Sussex Community NHS
Trust induction day.
Before a new team member starts they also have to have a clear
Disclosure and Barring scheme (DBS) and clear references.
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We provide breakfast, morning snack, lunch, afternoon snack and late
afternoon snack. Water is available at all times throughout the day and
children are encouraged to drink water by our team. Milk is available for
children at snack time.
All meals in the nurseries are vegetarian. Menus are changed seasonally.
Please ask for a current menu from each nursery.
Our nurseries are inspected by Environmental Health for the National Food
Hygiene Rating Scheme (FHRS). The scheme is run by local authorities
in England, Northern Ireland and Wales and in partnership with the Food
Standards Agency. Each nursery is given a ‘hygiene rating’ when it is
inspected by a food safety officer from the local authority. The hygiene
rating shows how closely the nursery is meeting the requirements of food
hygiene law.
All three nurseries have achieved a rating of 5 (maximum score available).
Hilltop Nursery has achieved a Gold Healthy Choice Award from their local
authority. The Healthy Choice Award is based on general healthy eating
principles - the award is the sign of healthier food. Butterfly and Rainbow
Nursery are currently working towards achieving the Healthy Choice
Award.
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Get in touch
Email: sc-tr.sctnurseries@nhs.net
Web: www.sussexcommunity.nhs.uk/nurseries |

www.facebook.com/sctnurseries |

www.twitter.com/sct_nurseries

Hilltop Nursery

Butterfly Nursery

Rainbow Nursery

Brighton General Hospital
Elm Grove
Brighton
BN2 3EW

Hove Polyclinic Site
Marshall Way
Neville Avenue
Hove BN3 7HY

Crawley Hospital
West Green Drive
Crawley
RH11 7DH

Tel: 01273 696011 ext.3302

Tel: 01273 267558

Tel: 01293 600300 ext.3790

#scthilltop

#sctbutterfly

#sctrainbow

