
Information for 
patients

For advice or support

Monday to Friday 9am to 5pm call
 
Community heart failure team
01273 265593
Community IV therapy team
01273 265615

At any other time (out of hours)  
call 111.

Side effects 

Side effects may include skin reactions such 
as rashes or dizziness. If you notice any side 
effects, please tell your nurse.

If shortly after receiving your IV medication 
you experience one or more of the following 
symptoms, it could mean an allergic reaction:

• Feeling faint
• Feeling cold
• Swelling of any part of your body
• A rash that spreads very quickly
• Sudden onset of itching
• Palpitations
• Difficulty breathing
• Sudden vomiting or diarrhoea
• Feeling very ‘odd’.

If you develop any of these symptoms, call 999 
immediately and ask for an ambulance.
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Your opinion matters

If you have a concern, complaint, or 
comment please speak to your nurse. The 
information is used to improve our services.

If you would rather talk to someone outside 
the service, you can contact PALS.

Get the most from the NHS

PALS - the patient advice and liaison service 
for Sussex Community NHS Trust – provides 
support for patients, their families and 
carers with questions, comments or concerns 
about NHS services.

If you need advice about, or would like to 
comment on, one of our services, facilities or 
members of staff please contact PALS at:
PALS
Brighton General Hospital
Brighton BN2 3EW
Call: 01273 242292
Email: sc-tr.serviceexperience@nhs.net
Website: www.sussexcommunity.nhs.uk/pals

Other formats

Please ask any member of the team caring 
for you if you need this information in large 
print, Braille, easy read, audio tape or email.

Please ask any member of the team if you 
need help to understand this information in 
a language that is not English.

Community 
IV Furosemide 
Service

www.sussexcommunity.nhs.uk/services



Why do I need IV 
Furosemide?

You will already be taking Furosemide or 
Bumetanide in a tablet. These are diuretics, 
taken to reduce the fluid build-up in your 
body.

Sometimes the tablets do not work as 
well as they should. Giving the diuretic 
by injection (intravenously) can be more 
effective.

How is the drug given 
intravenously (IV)?

An intravenous cannula is a small hollow 
plastic tube inserted into a vein, usually 
in your hand or lower arm. It can stay in 
place for several days. The diuretic is given 
through the cannula over four or five days.

Do I need to be in hospital 
or can I be at home for my 
IV treatment?

This treatment was previously only offered 
in hospital, but is now available at home for 
many patients with heart failure.

Who will give me my 
treatment?

A doctor or nurse will come to your home 
to insert the cannula, and prescribe and 
administer your medication.

The treatment will start on a Monday and 
be given every morning for four or five days. 

You may decide that you prefer to have this 
treatment in hospital which can be arranged 
if necessary.

Are there risks if I receive 
treatment at home?

A new drug may cause an allergic reaction, 
but this is rare. The doctor or nurse 
will monitor you during and after the 
medication is given, and you will be given 
advice about what to do if you experience 
any reactions.

You may experience some side effects, 
including dizziness. This is usually due to a 
drop in your blood pressure, and must be 
reported to your nurse.

Diuretics can sometimes alter your kidney 
function. You will have regular blood tests 
at home to monitor this closely.
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Can I have bath or shower?

You can have a bath or shower but please 
ensure you keep the line clean and dry. 
Don’t immerse the cannula in the bath. If 
the dressing gets wet underneath please tell 
the nurse when they arrive.

How is the cannula 
removed?

A doctor or nurse will remove the cannula. 
It will come out easily. A dry sterile dressing 
will be placed over the site if required. This 
can be removed after 24 hours.

Do I have to buy anything?

In most cases, no, unless you usually pay for 
your prescriptions. The doctor or nurse will 
arrange everything for your treatment. 

What if it does not work?

This will depend on your wishes. Your heart 
failure nurse may recommend that you 
are admitted to hospital or they may seek 
advice from the cardiologist.

It may be that you prefer to stay at home 
or go to a hospice. We will discuss all the 
options with you.
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