
 

 

 

 

Paul Somerville 
Deputy Trust Secretary 
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Email: paul.somerville@nhs.net     
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January 2023 

 
Dear Colleague 
 

Would you like to become a Governor representing children 
and young people? 
 
We are now accepting applications from people who work with or can represent the views of 
children and young people to join our Council of Governors – and we would like to ask you 
to think about applying. 

Sussex Community NHS Foundation Trust (SCFT) is the main provider of community health 
and care in West Sussex, Brighton & Hove and adult community services in High Weald 
Lewes Havens. Established in 2010 and authorised as a Foundation Trust in 2016, we care 
for over 9,000 people a day, mostly in their own homes and in community settings.  

We aim to keep the communities and individuals we serve healthy and independent, and we 
care for people right across the age range, from new born babies to people at the end of 
their life. Some of the services that we provide for children and young people include 
immunisations, school nurses, the Healthy Child Programme, ChatHealth, therapy services 
and Chailey Clinical Services. 

In 2018 we achieved a rating of ‘Good’ with outstanding features for the quality of our 
services by the healthcare regulator the Care Quality Commission (CQC). 

We aim to continually improve and part of our strategy to do this is to: 

• Involve local people and staff more directly in decisions about the way services are 
planned and delivered. 

• Be more accountable to the public we serve for the services we provide. 

• Develop stronger links with our local communities through our members. 

• Work in collaboration with other health and care organisations across  
Sussex to provide the best possible care for patients. 

• Provide thriving and rewarding careers for people in their local NHS. 
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What does a Governor do? 

Individually and collectively, Governors play an important role in the work of the Trust. Some 
of the ways in which they make a real difference are: 

• Representing members on key issues and consulting them on important matters 
such as service developments. 

• Helping shape our future strategy and the services we provide. 

• Participating in the selection and appointment of the chair of the Trust Board and its 
non-executive directors. 

• Engaging with members and the public to seek feedback on NHS services. 

• Recruiting new members to help us grow our membership base.  

• Supporting the delivery of our three-year Membership Engagement Strategy. 
 

The role of Governor requires a degree of commitment, as a minimum attending four formal 
meetings each year, but many of our Governors choose to be more involved and the level of 
involvement is entirely up to you. The positions are voluntary, but reasonable expenses are 
paid.  
 

Anyone can be a Governor 

Our Governors come from all walks of life and have a great variety of experience and 
knowledge. If you are interested but are unsure if it is for you, anyone who can answer 
yes to the following questions would make a great Governor: 

• Are you passionate about the health and wellbeing of people? 

• Would you like to develop your understanding of community health services? 

• Would you like to meet people living or working in your area, who receive care from 
the Trust, and to share their thoughts and ideas? 

• Are you able to give time to come to meetings online or face-to-face? 
 

Full training will be provided both on induction and regularly throughout your term of office.  

 
How many people are on the Council of Governors? 

The Council of Governors represent the people we serve, the staff who provide our services 
and the partners we work with. It consists of three groups: 

• Public Governors elected by members of the Trust from their own area 
(constituency) will form the majority, 15 out of 28.  

• Five Staff Governors elected by our staff.  

• Eight Appointed Governors who are decided by the Trust and the organisations we 
work closely with. We already have one Appointed Governor who represents children 
and young people – we are currently recruiting for one other Appointed Governor to 
start their term on 1 April 2023. 

 
Appointed governor terms are two years in duration and you can stand again for further 
terms. The term is effective 1 April 2023 to 31 March 2025. 
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How to apply 

We encourage all those who work with/who are able to represent the views of children and 
young people to apply. 

If you are interested, please complete the attached Children and Young People Governor 
application form. Please ensure your application is returned no later than Friday 17 
February 2023. 

Do not hesitate to contact us if you need any support with completing the application form. 

 

The timetable 

Below are details of the key dates:  

Stage Date 

Applications invited January 2023 

Deadline to submit your application  By Friday 17 February 2023  

Advised whether or not your application 
has been shortlisted 

Before the end of February  

If shortlisted, invited to attend discussion 
with members of the Appointments 
Committee 

Early to mid-March – exact time 
to be confirmed 

Decision and feedback from the 
Appointments Committee 

Before the end of March 

Public announcement on Trust website Before the end of March 

 

Further information about our Council of Governors is available from the website: 
http://bit.ly/scftgovernors. 

 
If you have any questions/help applying 

Please do not hesitate to contact Paul Somerville, Deputy Trust Secretary by calling 01273 
696011 ext. 1520 or emailing paul.somerville@nhs.net.  

Thank you – we do hope you consider applying. 

Yours sincerely 
 
 

Paul Somerville   Lisa Brown 
Deputy Trust Secretary   Executive/Committee Support Assistant                
      

https://www.sussexcommunity.nhs.uk/downloads/get-involved/ft/elections/application-form-children-young-people-governor.docx
http://bit.ly/scftgovernors
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